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TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE
LANE EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I am proud to join with my
colleagues in paying tribute to former
Congressman Lane Evans, to convey
condolences to his family and friends,
and to urge the naming of a VA out-
patient clinic in Galesburg, Illinois, in
his name and in his honor.

I had come to know and revere Rep-
resentative Lane Evans long before I
became a Member of Congress. As a
matter of fact, he was known not only
in the area that he represented, but
throughout Illinois and especially
among individuals who considered
themselves to be political progressives.

As a matter of fact, I had the good
fortune to travel with Lane and a
group to El Salvador under his leader-
ship and under the sponsorship of a
group at the time known as People to
People.
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As a matter of fact, in that same
group was Representative JAN SCHA-
KOWSKY, and that is where I felt that I
really got to know JAN and her hus-
band, Bob.

Lane Evans spent most of his adult
life in public service except for the
time he was in college or law school.
Not only did he enlist in the Marines
during the Vietnam era and comported
himself extremely well during his ten-
ure, but Lane also was a legal aid at-
torney. That is an attorney who works
specifically to represent those who oth-
erwise would not have had any legal
representation. After being elected to
Congress in 1982, he established himself
as a strong voice for veterans and
championed other progressive causes.
During his entire time in Congress, he
served on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee and rose to the commission of
ranking member.

Lane gave us his physical and mental
capabilities until he could actually
give no more. That is, he would often
come to work barely able to sit, some-
times barely able to walk in, at the
time when others would have just
given up and said, ‘I can’t do this any-
more.”’

Lane did us proud. Therefore, I am
proud to join in this tribute, and I am
proud to support the naming of the VA
medical facility in Galesburg, Illinois,
as the Lane A. Evans Community-
Based Outpatient Clinic. Lane is abso-
lutely deserving of this honor. I have
never, ever known anyone who worked
as long and as hard as Lane did with
his illness, and he simply worked, as
they sometimes say in Christian
churches, until his days were done.

Lane, I am proud to have known you,
proud to have served with you, and
proud to call you my friend.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Imam Hamad Chebli, Islamic Society
of Central Jersey, Monmouth Junction,
New Jersey, offered the following pray-
er:

Peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you. Assalaamu’alaykum. In the name
of Allah, the most gracious, the most
merciful. Praise be to Allah, the
cherisher, the sustainer of the worlds,
the most gracious, the most merciful
master of the day of judgment. Thee do
we worship and Thine aid we seek.
Guide us to the straight path.

The God of all the prophets and the
messengers says in the Koran, He does
not place a responsibility on you great-
er than you can bear. Everyone will re-
ceive the good they have earned and
vice versa.

Let us pray:

O God, bless us as we begin a new
day. Bless this assembly, bless the peo-
ple and Nation it represents. O God, at
this time in our history, the challenges
for our Nation and the world are many.
O God, grant these men and women the
wisdom, the guidance, and the strength
to pursue compassion, justice, and
sound judgment. O God, in Your wis-
dom, You have placed upon them great
responsibility and honor. O God, please
help them with Your guidance and
Your light. O God, grant them the will
and the means to improve the well-
being of all inhabitants of this great
Nation and beyond.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING IMAM HAMAD CHEBLI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to join me in welcoming
Imam Hamad Ahmad Chebli, the Imam
of the Islamic Society of Central Jer-
sey in South Brunswick, New Jersey.
Imam Chebli has been both a friend and
an ambassador of Islam to me and
many others in New Jersey, and we are
all honored that his prayer has opened
this session of Congress.

Imam Chebli is a native of Lebanon
and attended one of the most pres-
tigious Islamic institutions in the
world, Al-Azhar University in Cairo,
Egypt, where he received his master’s
in Islamic Canonical Law. He has been
the religious leader of ISCJ since 1986,
where he makes Muslims and non-Mus-
lims feel welcome.

The depth of his faith and scholar-
ship, his commanding dignity, and the
warmth of his personality make him
the most prominent and attractive fig-
ure of Islam in our region. In a period
where the public understanding of
Islam has grown greatly, we are fortu-
nate to have Imam Chebli in our com-
munity.

He has worked hard to build inter-
faith dialogue and public under-
standing, serving as a member of the
North and South Brunswick Diversity
Committee and of the regional clergy
association. Most recently, New Jer-
sey’s Governor appointed Imam Chebli
to the Governor’s Leadership Summit
on Diversity.

He and I have a friendship and asso-
ciation that has lasted many years, es-
pecially since September 2001, and I
greatly value our friendship.

Imam Chebli is the proud husband of
Mona Rich, and he is the loving father
of their six children; Ahmad, Muham-
mad, Maryam, Mahmood, Khalid, and
Marwa; and the loving grandfather to
seven grandchildren.

Through his inspiring prayer this
morning, we can all gain wisdom and
guidance.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

ROSE MOUNTAIN BUTCHER
SHOPPE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, during a re-
cent visit to Lansing, North Carolina, I
stopped in Rose Mountain Butcher
Shoppe and met its proprietor, Ann
Rose. Ann is a pioneer in the region’s
local foods movement, delivering meat
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